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Ransfords Great British Timber at work in settings that could 
hardly be more different. A luxurious country club in Yorkshire.... 

Based in Bishop’s Castle in rural Shropshire, Charles Ransford & Son Ltd is a family owned British sawmill supplying high quality 

fencing and other timber products into the UK market.  

We bring together years of skilled experience, advanced sawmill technology, and some of the most naturally durable home grown 

timber sourced from sustainably managed UK forests.

www.greatbritishtimber.co.uk

the right choice from Ransfords

All the cladding in these pictures is Great British 
Timber. The setting is a new Country Club at one 
of the UK’s most exclusive hotels where the guests 
are as likely to arrive by helicopter as by any other 
means: image here is everything.
The larch material was supplied by Fall Timber of 
Bedale in North Yorkshire (falltimber.co.uk) precisely 

because it is grown and milled in the UK, because of 
the variety’s natural durability, and because it looks 
the part in what is a very sensitive rural location. 
“I couldn’t fault the service we received on this high 
profile project from Ransfords,” says Matt Barnes, 
Managing Director of Fall Timber. “They really 
delivered on the Great British Timber promise.”

Meet the ModCell TAM - an affordable, rapid-
response housing solution that respects people and 
the planet. The launch of the prototype took place 
in Bristol in September, at the Filwood Community 
Centre, the site of the first TAM to be built.

Designed as a new housing model that provides 
places for people to live, whatever their household 
income, the TAM is also one of the most 
environmentally friendly building types in Europe, 
combining the best of high-quality, low-energy 
design with innovative use of renewable materials.
Part of the Bristol ‘We Can Make’ initiative, ModCell 
TAM is designed to offer a flexible, environmentally-
friendly home, tailored to individual needs, that interior picture courtesy of Hywel George at griot.co.uk

can be moved into within months of an order being 
placed. The brainchild of architect Craig White, 
the units will make the most of small sites in ways 
that other solutions can’t match and which can be 
bought, part-owned, leased or rented individually or 
in multiples for larger families and larger sites.
Something tells us the world will be seeing a lot 

more of the Modcell TAM and other similar solutions 
to housing need: and that natural, sustainable 
materials like Great British Timber will play a 
prominent part in their construction.
See http://www.modcell.com/news/modcell-
launches-modcell-tam/ for more details.

...and meeting a huge demand for social housing in Bristol  
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The Great British Timber 
product range from Ransfords 

is comprehensive and 
includes: 

• boards • fencing rails • fencing posts
• feather edge boards • cladding 
• tongued and grooved • decking 

• sleepers • speciality fencing products.     
 

You’ll find a handy guide to the most commonly 
specified items on our website:  
www.greatbritishtimber.co.uk

Our new Scania 8 x 2 rigid truck with 3 steer axles 
(yes, 3) caused a bit of a stir when it arrived on site 
With such enhanced manoeuvrability this vehicle will 
get to the tightest of the many tight spots to which 
we have to deliver our finished timber products.
Isn’t she a beauty? All high tech under the bonnet 
but running in the traditional livery of A Evans & Son: 
the family name of the owners of the sawmill. Of 
course, it has to earn its living so it was all loaded 
up and ready for its first delivery within a working 
day of its arrival. What a picture!

A powerful combination of technology & tradition

Our Company Secretary Steve Green  
marks 40 years at Ransfords
Steve joined Ransfords as a career progression 
in June 1977 after relatively brief spells working 
in accounts at other Shropshire firms. Within 12 
months it became apparent that the business 
– which at that time employed over 120 people – 
was facing severe financial problems. Steve was 
instrumental in organising the purchase of the 
business by Alan and Brian Evans. “They paid 
£100 for the mill and the business but, as is now 
well known, along with the mill came £1.5 million of 
debt,” says Steve. “This was a huge sum in those 
days – equivalent to around £7 million today – but 
every penny of it was paid off over the following few 
years.”

Since that recovery the mill has weathered all 
kinds of economic storms but has continued to 
invest in new equipment, new processes and new 
products. Indeed, in the 40 years since Steve 
joined Ransfords he estimates that in excess of £20 
million has been invested. It is a market leader in 
the manufacture of acoustic fencing panels but is 
still also widely recognised as a supplier of some of 
the most durable, British grown, fencing and board 
material. It is still, also, an important employer in the 

town of Bishop’s Castle, and an important customer 
too to many local businesses. “There have been so 
many changes both at Ransfords and in the industry 
as a whole during my time here,” says Steve. “It’s a 
great industry to be part of with some great people 
working in it and, looking back, I can honestly say 
that any bad days have been far outnumbered by 
good ones. More to the point, I can confidently 
predict that the best days for this business are still 
to come!”

A new focus on 
Health & Safety with 
Karen Barber
Like many businesses we’ve worked hard over the 
years to improve working conditions here at our 
mill and to give due account to safe working. Again, 
we suspect like many, what we have not been so 
good at is ensuring that our training and working 
practices are fully documented and that we have 
robust systems in place to ensure that we have 
properly analysed risk and taken appropriate action 
to manage our operation safely at every stage in the 
process. 

All this has changed with the appointment of 
Karen Barber as Health, Safety, Environment and 
Quality Co-ordinator. Karen joins us with years 
of experience at a senior level in the automotive 
industry. “I was attracted by the fact that Ransfords 
is a hugely respected family business operating 
in a highly competitive industry,” says Karen. “The 
company is already certified to ISO 9001:2008 for 
Quality Management Systems and for the National 
Highways Sector Scheme. My task will be to lead 
the effort to achieve similar certification in relation to 
safe working and our environmental impact.”

Karen reports that she has been pleased with 
the reception she has been given throughout the 
business. “There is a strong culture here of trying to 
find better, more productive ways of doing things,” 
she says. “Looking for improvements in safety, 
in environmental practices, and in quality control 
will improve the business overall and make a real 
difference for the better - not only for everyone 
working here but also for our customers.”  

Sawn timber price rise on the way
Our industry has endured another challenging year 
which, to date, has seen the cost of round logs 
increase by 15% to record levels. This trend seems 
set to continue. Sawn timber prices have not tracked 
the log price and whilst small price gains have been 
achieved in some product lines, overall, they fell 
well short of expectations. This is set to change. 
 

The devastating late summer storms in the West 
Indies and Americas caused unprecedented 
damage. Rebuilding these communities will require 

huge timber resources and this will put pressure 
on global timber availability. We are already seeing 
the effect of this with lumber prices in the USA 
increasing daily. Demand for home grown timber is 
rising as we begin to feel the knock-on effects here 
in the UK. 
 

Sawn timber prices in the UK will now rise as 
demand for Great British Timber increases across 
all sectors of our industry.
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